
Asmabano, fondly known as Soni, lives 

with her parents and four siblings in two 
rented rooms in Shahpur Jat, an urban 
village of South Delhi. The monthly rent 
of the small rooms being Rs 3800, the 
family lives in a hand to mouth situation. 

In 2011, she joined Kamalini and enrolled 
herself for the Cutting & Tailoring course. 

Today Soni works as a salesgirl cum 
helper in a boutique in Shahpur Jat. She 
earns Rs 4,000 per month and helps 
support her family by paying the rent and 
the electricity bills. Their family income 
has risen from Rs. 8,500 per month to Rs. 
12,500 per month. 

Asmabano, 19
Cutting & Tailoring student (2011) – Kamalini Shahpur Jat Centre 

“In order to make ends meet, I tried to 
learn Basic Computers at an organization 
hoping that it would give me the exposure 
to start earning and help my family.  
However, considering my low level of 
education, the course did not benefit me 
much. 
If it were not for Kamalini, I would be 
sitting at home, not earning, maybe 
studying but not being able to help 
support my family. Today, I study, work 
and earn! Kamalini has given me the skill 
to not just go and work as a salesgirl but I 
also help in altering and stitching clothes 
at the boutique. Apart from my job, I also 
stitch clothes for my family and neighbors. 
Kamalini has helped me find my calling in 
a way that I want to pursue in the future.”

“Today, I study, work and earn! If it were not for 
Kamalini, I would be sitting at home, not being 
able to help support my family.”
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If it wasn’t 
for this job, 
it would 
have been 
very 
difficult for 
my family 
to provide 
for all five 
children.”

      Besides working, Soni is also appearing for 
her 10th Grade Exams through Open 
Schooling and plans to study further. She is 
very keen in pursuing Cutting &Tailoring as a 
career and aspires to startup her own 
boutique someday. She sees herself as 
someone who pursues her studies and 
inspires her siblings to do the same. Being the 
eldest she realizes that she has considerable 
responsibilities and aspires to do justice to 
them.

      When asked  what is it that she liked best 
about Kamalini, Soni said, “The easy and

    comfortable relationship that we enjoy 

with the teachers and the homely 
atmosphere at the center makes Kamalini 
just like another home for me. I truly enjoy 
the way we celebrate all the festivals and 
functions in way that each one of us feels 

involved… 
      Prior to Kamalini, the life I knew was all 

about studying or sitting at home, 
however, Kamalini has most of all given 
me the exposure to go out, earn, socialize 
and make my own set of friends and 
identity.”


